
The beauty of our eight week semesters is portrayed in the beaming faces of our graduates as they 

wave at the camera and walk away with their certificates.  Some move on to the next level, others join the col-

lege while a selected few require additional time to complete the objectives of the course.   Most students are 

eager to join a career program and so we find ourselves helping them make decisions that will afford them the 

opportunity to grow, psychologically, socially, and economically. 

With the excitement of the holidays approaching, we asked our students if they participate in Hallow-

een.  Halloween was no novelty to our Mexican students, but some students who lived in the remote villages of 

Lebanon’s mountainous ranges informed us that they share in a similar celebration during the Eid holiday.  They 

informed us that there were times when they dragged pillow-cases of candy behind them and times when 

wicked old ladies took away handfuls of their candy out of greed.  Many also claimed that even though they did 

not celebrate Halloween prior to their arrival in the United States, they found it to be a great opportunity for their 

children to have fun.  They have taught their children to join the parades of creepy owls, vultures, and other 

miniature creatures as they swoop silently through neighborhoods and go door to door mumbling the words 

“trick or treat.”   Others stated that despite the difficulties they face as parents while they weave their way into 

the mainstream culture, they find themselves smiling at the sight of their children as they savor the candy they 

gather from the spooky homes surrounded by tombstones and ghosts.  They admit that at first, they’d clutch on 

to their children’s hands from fear that media alerts will become reality, but as years went by, they and their 

children look forward to celebrating Halloween. 
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Student Quotes 

“For me, Halloween is like my birthday where I eat lots of 
candy, unlike the “Day of the Dead” that is celebrated in my 
home town.”   
-Nancy, Mexico 
“Halloween is a celebration for the brave, and for children 
who like candy.” 
-Zahraaa, Iraq 
 
“I think it is a crazy day, but a fun day for the kids, with par-
ties , candy, and trick or treat.” 
-Afrah, Midddle East 

 The Eli instructors are not only dedicated and 
committed to teaching the English language to their stu-
dents, but the program includes having students experi-
ence the American culture, if even a small part, every se-
mester. 
 Fall is the season where the weather brings chilly 
crisp air to our lungs, the trees send forth their bright bold 
colors to the sky, and the ground accepts the red and yel-
low apples from their trees, and on Friday, October 9, 
2009, apples were on the minds of the level 5 & 6 ELI stu-
dents. We traveled to Plymouth Orchards and Cider Mill to 
experience the cider, food, and fun as many Americans 
plan for annually.  The rainy weather did not deter any of 
the students.  We opened and shared umbrellas while we 
maneuvered through the muddy, water-holed parking lot to 
the main building.  The aroma of freshly baked donuts en-
veloped us and guided us towards the back of the building.  
Behind a Plexiglas window, some of the hot donuts were 
being sprinkled with powder sugar or a cinnamon topping 
while others were left alone to be enjoyed unadorned.  Al-
though most of us had eaten breakfast at home, our stom-
achs began making those familiar noises as if they had not 
been fed for weeks.  Those grumbling stomachs along with 
our shuffling feet over the floor made for an interesting mu-
sic as we headed to the other side of the building to see 
apples turned into apple cider.  The machine crushed and 
ground the apples and sent a clear apple liquid down a 
silver trough and through hoses to the jugs waiting to be 
filled with apple cider.  It was here we learned from one of 
the staff members that if you add even a drop of any other 
liquid to this pure apple liquid, you no longer had apple 
cider, but apple juice.  Many of the students had never had 



 

 

 The English Language Institute curriculum through year-round instruction helps to expedite the learning and 

language development of foreign students by offering them five four-hour day sessions (Monday – Friday) - 8 weeks 

of intensive language study or 2 1/2 hours of evening sessions (Monday – Thursday) - 16 weeks. The program helps 

second language speakers of English achieve their goals effectively as well as efficiently increase their English lan-

guage proficiency for academic and professional purposes.  The Institute helps students increase the test scores 

they need for admission to colleges, professional schools, business schools, law schools, and medical schools. 

Credit courses range from beginning to upper-level developmental reading, writing, listening, and pronunciation  

*Each student in the Language Institute will qualify for a Certificate of Attendance awarded for required 

hours of study or a Certificate of Completion to verify academic achievement at each level of study com-

pleted.   

 

ñIt's not enough to know how to ride -- you must also know how to fall.ò   
                                                                                        Mexican proverb 

stomachs began making those familiar noises as if they had not been fed for weeks.  Those grumbling stomachs along with our 
shuffling feet over the floor made for an interesting music as we headed to the other side of the building to see apples turned into 
apple cider.  The machine crushed and ground the apples and sent a clear apple liquid down a silver trough and through hoses to 
the jugs waiting to be filled with apple cider.  It was here we learned from one of the staff members that if you add even a drop of 
any other liquid to this pure apple liquid, you no longer had apple cider, but apple juice.  Many of the students had never had apple 
cider, so we grabbed a few long wooden tables with benches to sit at and went to purchase some cider and fresh donuts to share for 
the complete apple orchard experience, as well as to quiet down our noisy stomachs before going outside to view the fall decora-
tions and live animals that the orchard also provided.  What a success! Everyone exclaimed the small cup of cider to be wonderful 
and sweet. We sat, conversed, and enjoyed the pure sweet taste of apple cider along with our donuts. Our students walked out with 
gallons of cider, dozens of donuts, apple breads, apple pies, apple pie breads, and even fresh Michigan honey containing a part of 
the original honeycomb from the orchard’s store.  All enjoyed a taste of an American cultural experience. 

Noel Woodcraft – ELI Instructor 

Danielle Valentini-Eli Instructor 

Open registration Year -round.  Check us out at:  

http://www.hfcc.edu/programs/english_language_institute/  

ESL tip for the month: 

“Assume the listener is intelligent.” 

About the ELI 

Crushed Lentil Soup 

12 c. water 
1 medium onion, chopped 
2 T. of starter  or “Vegeta ” - available at Middle Eastern food mar-
kets 

(includes salt) 
2 cups crushed red lentils  
1 T. cumin 
1/2 teaspoon ground black pepper 
1/2 c. rice 
1 T. lemon juice1 cup olive oil 
  

Combine lentils and rice and wash 6-7 times.  Add water and bring 
to a boil.  Place on low heat and remove froth until no longer visible.  
Saute onion (finely chopped) in olive oil until golden brown.  Add to 
boiling mixture.  Add cumin, salt, pepper, and soup starter.  Let boil 
for three hours over warm heat. 

Quotes Recipe 

“Halloween is a traditional festival where the children 
where unusual clothes.” 
-Hanaa, Iraq 
“Halloween means that children get to trick or treat 
and wear costumes to get candy and just have fun.” 
-Eman, Iraq 
“Halloween to me  is fun and happiness and traps 
people to buy and eat a lot of candy” 
-Younis, Yemen 
 
“I do not know what Halloween means but l don’t like 
it. I am afraid of this day and stay home”  
Belqees, Yemen 


